[Health surveys in Europe. Overview and activities to harmonize the methods and instruments for comparing the data].
In almost every European country health surveys are conducted in order to describe the health status of the population and to use these data for planning health services and preventive activities. In the last 10-15 years the availability and quality of data from population-based health surveys in Europe have greatly improved, particularly in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe. Nevertheless the design, quality of data and the comparability across countries, nations and cultures remain a challenge. Therefore WHO and EU have started various activities to harmonize the methods and instruments in health surveys. These activities are described in this contribution.